Preclinical removable partial dentures curriculum survey.
In 2001, a survey of U.S. dental schools was conducted to determine the curricular structure, teaching philosophies, and techniques used in preclinical removable partial denture (RPD) courses and to also establish what newer educational techniques and materials are currently being used by U.S. dental schools. The questionnaire was mailed to the chairpersons of the prosthodontic/restorative departments of 54 U.S. dental schools. Of these, 43 schools returned the completed survey, resulting in a response rate of 80%. The mean, median, and range of responses were computed where applicable. Results from this survey show that the mean student-to-faculty ratio in the preclinical RPD course was 12:1, with a median of 10:1 and a range of 6:1 to 27:1. The mean number of laboratory hours was 55, with a median of 50 and a range of 13.5 to 120. The mean number of lecture hours reported was 21, with a median of 20.5 and a range 10 to 60. The mean number of practical examinations was 2, with a median of 3 and a range of 0 to 8. The mean number of written examinations given was 2, with a median of 2 and a range of 1 to 6. Ninety-five percent of the schools have prosthodontists teaching this course. The mean number of months that this course is taught is 4.4 months, with a median of 4 and a range of 1.5 to 10. Fifty-five percent of the schools used the Hanau semiadjustable articulator. One hundred percent of the schools teach students to use a surveyor when designing an RPD, and 84% percent of the schools teach the Krol or the Kratochvil RPI design or a combination of the 2 designs. Preclinical RPD educational programs vary from school to school, yet a large percentage of schools agree on certain topics. Only 19% of dental schools are incorporating new technologies, such as the use of the internet, in their preclinical RPD curriculum.